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John Tertius Southall (1822-1916) was a Town Councillor 

in Leominster during the Victorian era.  

 

In the 1860s Leominster suffered several epidemics of water-

borne disease, especially typhoid fever, and the national  

Government required the borough to abide by the Hygiene 

Acts and provide the citizens with a piped supply of potable 

water. Tertius Southall organised the raising of the necessary 

moneys and made a significant contribution himself.  

 

Southall also played a prominent role as a member of the 

Town Council in steering the project to build a pumping   

station over a borehole down to a known aquifer to approval, 

despite significant opposition. In 1865 the steam pumps 

were installed and Leominster’s first public water supply was 

created.   This led to him being known as Mr 'Waterworks' 

Southall.  

Several Quaker histories describe Southall as ‘a wealthy draper and investor, prominent in the Liberal  

politics of Herefordshire and in the public life of Leominster (the town of his birth).  He was a faithful 

servant to the Society with a wide interest in the future of Quakerism - his name appearing on the     

foundation stone of the meeting house in Llandrindod Wells built in 1898.’  

————————————————-  

Tertius Southall had two other links to stories told at the Waterworks Museum.  

He was the great-great uncle of the founder of the Waterworks Museum,      

Stephen Southall.  He was also associated with Thomas Blake the benefactor  

behind of the first public water supply in Ross on Wye. Blake was the Liberal MP 

for the area who proposed Southall when he unsuccessfully stood to become the 

MP for North Herefordshire in 1876. They also served at the same time as   

Justices of the Peace for Herefordshire 

Tertius Southall was 93 when he died.  His obituary reveals much of interest about Tertius the man.  

“Mr Southall was a notable character in the civil life of Leominster and by his determination and    

sterling worth of character he was the means of securing notable reforms in the sanitary arrangements 

of the town, although his public spirited course of conduct cost him his popularity and for a time his 

position of the Leominster Town Council. 

“Mr Southall entered the Town Council [in 1866] determined to carry out reforms in the water   

supply. Many people who agreed the sewerage required improvement maintained the water from their 

wells being bright and clear must be harmless. Mr Southall replied this was no argument against the 

assertions of analysts that the water was only very dilute sewage.  He triumphed over the fiercest     

opposition. The position chosen for the waterworks was not the one he himself wished but he accepted 

the views of others, who in their turn twenty years later, when it became necessary to improve the  

supply, adopted the scheme he originally proposed.  


