
Why Broomy Hill Lower Pumping Station was built where it was in the 1850s 

(i.e. what gives the Waterworks Museum our ‘Sense of Place’?)  

This map shows the course of the River Wye from its source 

in mid-Wales to Chepstow where it flows into the Severn 

Channel.  The nearest town above Hereford is some distance 

away at Hay on Wye and that is only quite a small town, as 

are Builth Wells and Rhayader beyond that. This meant that  

the natural quality of the river water at Hereford was relatively 

good, especially when compared to the water being drawn 

from the town’s wells for drinking and cooking purposes, etc.    

The 1853 government inquiry into the public health of the citizens of       

Hereford condemned the quality of water abstracted from the towns wells as 

unfit for consumption and the cause of tremendous ill health and malaise. Its 

report also recommended that a system of public sewerage be adopted to 

safely remove the towns sanitary waste, and a regular cleansing of the 

town’s streets to prevent such waste draining straight to the water course 

and polluting the wells from which most of the town drew its water.  

The response to the public inquiry was the adoption of the 1854 Hereford 

Improvements Act which provided, amongst other things, for the setting up 

of a town waterworks. It also authorised the establishment of a central burial 

ground and the moving of the cattle market to outside of the city boundary, 

the surfacing of the town’s cobbled and dirt streets and the setting up of a     

system of public sewerage. It also brought the town’s gas works into public 

ownership.    

 

This image shows the location of the Lower Pumping    

Station just above Victorian flood plain of the River Wye.  



The location of the ‘Lower’ Pumping Station at Broomy Hill relative to the city of Hereford   

This 1902 map of Hereford shows the location of Broomy Hill pumping station and waterworks (including the river intake, water tower and the 

reservoir and filter beds).  The reason why the site was chosen in 1856 was its location outside of the City boundary and, importantly, up-

stream of the City so that the quality of abstracted river water was relatively pure.  It also shows that the Lower Pumping Station was sited on 

the first river terrace above the north bank of the river Wye, which Victorian engineers assessed to be above the plain liable to river flooding. 

The site on Broomy Hill was also higher than the great majority of the City at that time and this water supply could be entirely by gravity.     



The location of Hereford Waterworks and the ‘Lower’ Pumping Station at Broomy Hill, Hereford   

 

The Lower Pumping Station is located about 110 yards from the 

banks of the River Wye. It was also about 100 feet below the water 

reservoirs, and later the water tower, located above it on Broomy Hill, 

which gave the height needed for a gravity fed piped water supply to 

the people and businesses of Hereford. Additional and, later, bigger    

engines were needed at the Lower Pumping Station to maintain a 

constant supply as the demand for piped water grew.    

It is not possible for visitors to the Waterworks Museum (which is 

based in the ‘Lower’ pumping station) to see Hereford waterworks 

and its Italianate water tower, so it is not immediately obvious that 

they are so close. This is brilliantly illustrated in these photographs 

from the Donovan Wilson Collection taken in the 1960’s.  

The location of the River Wye is marked by the blue line in the image opposite  


