
Although enemy aircraft could easily find Hereford by following the River 
Wye, this was not an area that was heavily bombed. 

 

On one occasion only, on 27 July 1942, did a German bomber locate the 
Rotherwas factory. On that night a Dornier  Do17, twin-engine, medium 
range bomber, dropped two 250kg bombs on the site. 

One bomb landed on the Transit Shed, killing 17 and injuring 24 of the   
workers. The second bomb was deflected over the perimeter fence and 
struck Moorlands, the home of the Superintendent of Police, Ernest Hursey, 
where it sadly killed five members of the family. The sole survivor was 16 
year old Kenneth Hursey, the youngest son. 

 

A second Incident’ occurred on May 30th 1944, when a major explosion 
rocked the city, broke windows for miles around and killed two people.  

The explosion, the largest at any of the World War Two filling factories, was 
caused by a 2,000lb bomb in the southern section.  

The bomb, which had been filled and left for cooling, prior to sealing, was 
seen to be smoking. Three of the men working in Unit 5 with the aid of six of 
the factory firemen managed to delay the first explosion long enough for most 
of the workers to reach the safety of the shelters. 

‘Hereford in WW2’ 

Air Raids and Explosions 

Learn more about these incidents by visiting the         

‘Hereford in WW2’ exhibition at the Waterworks Museum 



This aspect of the exhibition seeks to reflect what life would have been like in 
Hereford during WW2, with a wide range of war and household artefacts 
which lends authentic flavour to life on the home front.  

Many of the items on display were donated following a public appeal for 
items in 2007 so have a strong Herefordshire provenance. 

Children have great fun trying to guess what the household objects were 
used for. Some of their ideas are quite logical whereas others are simply the 
weird and wonderful imagination of a young mind.  

Our next ambition is to source an authentic Anderson Shelter which we 
would dig into the slope immediately outside of the Rotherwas Engine House.  
This, with a Dig for Victory’ garden on top of it, would greatly enhance what 
the Museum can offer visitors and boost our education programme.  

‘Hereford in WW2’ 

Life on the Home Front 

Learn more about 

these inci- dents 

Learn more about Life on the Home Front by visiting the         

‘Hereford in WW2’ exhibition at the Waterworks Museum 



Why was a    

WW1/WW2      

Munitions Factory 

built in Hereford? 

Where did the       

Munitions workers 

come from? 

How many people 

worked at the        

Munitions Factory? 

Where did the       

Munitions workers 

live? 

Things you can learn from a visit to the ‘Hereford in WW2’ exhibition at the Waterworks Museum 

Was the Munitions 

Factory a dangerous 

place to work? 

What work did the 

Munitions workers 

do? 

Did Munitions Workers 

die working at       

Rotherwas Factory? 

 

What was it like to 

live in Hereford in 

WW2? 

What did it mean to 

‘Make do and Mend’? 

Why was it necessary for 

houses to ‘Blackout’? 

Where did people go 

during an Air-Raid? 
Why did people need 

to carry a gas-mask? 

Why did people     

‘Dig for Victory’? 

What was it like to 

have food rationed? 


