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The following are extracts from the Gloucester Citizen (GC), the Worcester Chronicle (WC) and the Hereford Times (HT) newspapers 
reporting on the period leading up to and after the inauguration of the Massington Pumping Station in October 1899 (which is 
described as the Eastnor Park scheme in some articles) 
 

  
 
6 November 1893 (GC): The water-finder, Mr Tompkins of Chippenham, accepted terms and will undertake to sink a well on Dog Hill at 120 
feet and supply an abundance of water to the town from that source. Should the work prove a failure, Mr Tomkins agrees to forfeit the amount 
of the contract - £120.  
 

The same article continued: the scarcity of water in the town is becoming serious, and the work will not be commenced a moment too soon. 
Nearly all the springs are dry and even that old and trusty friend the Town Pump ceases to respond satisfactorily to the grasp of its handle. 
Standing in the open square within reach of all the townspeople, the town pump has for generations supplied water to many a thirsty soul and 
has seldom been known to fail. The recent drought however has completely dried up the springs.    

 
6 October 1894 (GC): for many years [Ledbury] has been suffering with insufficient water supply, which the parochial council has not 
been able to combat, notwithstanding that many schemes have been tried, causing great expense to ratepayers.  In the face of an 
election of an urban council in December a strong feeling existed that the matter should be held over for a new body to deal with; but a few 
days ago much surprise was caused when it was found that the committee were rushing a new scheme at a cost of neatly £3,000 and that the 
water was to be pumped from the western low lands in defiance of the wish of the great majority of consumers that it should come from the 
hills on the Malvern side of the town.  A hastily summoned and crowded indignation meeting was accordingly held in the Town hall on Monday 
evening.  The conduct of the committee was severely censured and a resolution that no further steps be taken was unanimously passed.  
 
26 September 1896 (GC):  Headline: Ledbury water supply: Local Government Board Inspector, Col. Coke, advised Ledbury Urban 
Council ‘to settle on something definite, remarking that the present supply was a scandal as the supply from the present reservoir is now 
limited to a quarter of an hour daily.’  This came after Col Coke was informed of a number of schemes already considered and afterwards 
abandoned by the Council.  On hearing of the pros and cons, Col Coke said that it appeared to him that ‘the long meadow scheme and the 
brickyard scheme were both worthy of consideration’.  
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12 December 1896 (WC): the [Ledbury Urban] Council sat in committee on Monday to discuss the water scheme and a letter from Mr Stooke CE 
in reference to the ‘Eastnor Park’ scheme who thought he should be able to bring about a satisfactory arrangement.  As an unfavourable reply 
had been received from Malvern Link Council, in reference to getting a supply from their reservoirs, it was suggested that Mr Stooke be allowed 
to proceed.   Water schemes at other places were a source of profit none times out of ten, but throughout the whole of this business the council 
had been afraid of the expenditure.   
 
At Leominster with a population of 4,000, 3s 2d per head was received for water; at Hereford where the water came from the Wye the gross 
receipts were £4,622 for the sale of the water.  There was no reason the Ledbury scheme should not be made self-supporting in the same 
way.  After some further discussion, it was decided to allow Mr Stooke to proceed with the ‘Eastnor Park’ scheme.  Only three members 
voted against the resolution.  
 
 

28 October 1899 (HT) – Headline: The Engines at work and water ‘on’: Monday last [23 October] was a red letter day on the history of 
Ledbury, although the occasion was not embraced to celebrate it was one would imagine Ledburians would have done, when they had just 
found what they had been seeking for over 20 years.  The new pumping station at Massington, two miles from Ledbury, was completed last 
week and the engine fitters, from Messrs Fielding & Platt’s, Gloucester, had everything in readiness for Monday.   The pumping operations 
commenced at 4 o’clock and after a little time the water flowed into the new reservoir, which is situated on a bank at Cross Hands, about half a 
mile away. But there were only about a dozen persons present. It is stated that there is an ample supply at the new well at Massington (which 
flows from the reservoir by natural gravitation) and that the last has now been heard of ‘The Ledbury Water Question’.  

 
 
12 May 1900 (WC):  the Streets Committee stated that the delay in handing over the new water mains was becoming serious.  The Committee 
had been unable to come to terms with Mr Harrington, pumping engineer, and he had left their service. They recommended that another man 
be advertised for, the selection and appointment to be left to the Committee. This was agreed to. 
 
The same article continued: a letter was read from Mr Berrington (Engineer) stating that ’the oil tanks of the engines were found to leak 
(causing some oil to enter the water) and that Messrs Fielding and Platt were going to put new ones, but this firm had reported that the 
management of the engines had been bad, and showed considerable incompetence and negligence.  
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9 June 1900 (WC):  reported that Ledbury Urban Council was advised not to take over the engine at the pumping station supplied by Messrs 
Fielding & Platt as it was not satisfactory; neither did the (Street) Committee accept the statement made by the Engineer that the reservoir was 
now made good.  
 
The same article reported the reading of a letter from Henry Harrington (late pumping engineer) protesting against the accusation in the 
Engineer’s report read at the last meeting. He stated that only the best pumping oil, without any mixture of paraffin, had been used and the 
reason why paraffin oil got into the well was because of faulty tanks supplied by Fielding and Platt.  
 
7 September 1901 (WC):  a letter was read to Ledbury Urban Council from AJ Griffin, the pumping engineer, asking for an increase in salary as 
there was more pumping required.  This was referred to the Street Committee [where the request was subsequently declined].  
 

6 June 1903 (WC):  the Street Committee reported the discovery of two extraordinary findings.  First a serious leakage of water in the 
churchyard at a dead end of one of the mains, which had no doubt gone on for years, causing a computed loss of 20,000 gallons of water a day.  
The stoppage of the leakage had reduced the number of pumpings at the station from 20 to 4 per week.  The other discovery was that the water 
consumed at the church had not been charged for about nine years and, as a matter of business, this could not go on or every place of worship 
in the town would have the right to ask for the same privilege.  
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RESOLVING THE WATER SHORTAGES IN THE 1920s AND 1930s 

 
The inauguration of the Massington Pumping Station had been meant to resolve ‘the Ledbury Water Question’ but severe water 
shortages returned in the late 1920’s  
 

 
9 April 1929 (GC): heading – Warning to Ledbury residents: the Surveyor referred in his report to Ledbury Urban District Council to the 
water shortage, which would probably increase later in the year owing to the continued drought. He recommended, with the view of saving the 
expense of two, possibly three, pumps a day that a small paraffin engine should be purchased, which would keep the reservoir up to a constant 
supply of 1300 gallons an hour while running.  The report was adopted.     
 
3 September 1929 (GC): Ledbury Urban Council met last night where the Surveyor (Mr RG Guerney) reported that the springs which supplied 
the low pressure reservoir were dropping rapidly and the supply had to be supplemented from the high pressure reservoir, which had dropped 
10 feet recently. A new well had been sunk to the depth of 16 feet, principally through clay, and the inrush of water was such as to necessitate 
the use of a power pump to keep it under control. He therefore recommended the Council to hire a pump and engine at a charge of £6 per week.  
The report was adopted.  
 
6 November 1929 (GC):  the Surveyor reported to the Sanitary and Housing Committee of Ledbury Urban Council that ‘ a new well had been 
sunk at Massington to a depth of 28 feet and that it contained 12 feet of water. Boring operations could be commenced at any time.  
 
21 December 1933 (GC):  Heading:  Ledbury’s Water Curfew – Town Crier’s Warning to Inhabitants.  For the first time in 15 years a town 
crier with bell has paraded the streets of Ledbury, warning inhabitants that the water supply would be cut off every night at 10 o’clock until 6 
am owing to the drought.  
 
5 June 1934 (GC), the paper reported that ‘a possible new supply of good spring water had been discovered at Conigree Wood, Ledbury.  
If it could be utilised it would probably result in an additional 5000 gallons daily’.  Ledbury Urban Council decided to appoint a special 
sub committee to trace the source of the new supply, which would meet one third of the town’s requirements. By this means it was hoped to 
avoid a new and expensive water scheme for the district.    
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Exactly two years later, 5 June 1936, the paper reported that a bacteriological test of the new supply in Conigree Wood was ‘very good and 
indicates the water is quite suitable for domestic supply’. Ledbury Urban Council decided to connect this new supply to the main immediately 
for general use.     

 
 

This was not the first time that water from the springs at Conigree Wood had been used for it was recorded by the Vicar in the parish register 
that in 1592 the townsfolk of Ledbury raised £40 for water to be piped to the town. Using lead piping it went to the High (Upper) Cross and 
then down to the gate of St Katherine’s Hospital.   
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WATER SUPPLY AFTER WW2 
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Malvern Waterworks, Bromsberrow (4 miles south of Ledbury) 



LEDBURY WATER SUPPLY FROM THE 1890s TO THE 1940s 
 

Page 9 of 10 
 

The Medical Officer for Health helpfully describes the water supply arrangements in his 1945 Annual Report to Ledbury UDC 
 
 
The town is supplied chiefly by means of the Council’s piped supply, although there are still over 100 private shallow wells in use as 
domestic supplies. Immediately before the outbreak of war a survey of these wells was completed and showed that in many instances the 
water was not fit for potable purposes. This is a matter that the Council will wish to deal with as soon as circumstances permit.    
 
Generally speaking the available supplies are adequate for the present day requirements of the inhabitants. The average daily 
consumption of water during the year was 63,700 gallons; this figure includes 15,000 gallons per day supplied to a Prisoner of War Camp. The 
average daily consumption per head of the estimated civilian population was 14.12 gallons. This figure represents a somewhat low figure, and 
it is likely that some increase will be found to occur in the next few years.     
 
The Council’s mains are divided into two systems, the high-pressure system supplying the higher part of the town and the low-pressure system 
which supplies the remainder, but there are facilities for connecting the high pressure to the low-pressure system. 
 
The water supplied by the Local Authority is derived chiefly from the Conigree Reservoir (100,000 gallons capacity), which is fed 
from springs originating in the Wenlock Limestone in Conigree Wood.  These springs appear to be somewhat shallow, and the yield is 
subject to variation with the rainfall. This portion of the supply is fed to the mains by gravitation from the reservoir and no pumping plant is 
required, but a chlorination plant is fitted and all water treated before passing into the mains. In dry weather the Conigree supply requires 
augmentation from the high-pressure supply.    
 
The high-pressure system depends upon the reservoir  (75,000 gallons) situated at Cross Hands and which is fed by pumping water 
from Massington Wells situated in a depression in Eastnor Parish.   An automatic chlorinator is driven from the crankshaft of the pumps. 
During dry weather some lowering of the rest level in the well is observed.    
 
As the existing sources of supply had been for some time inadequate for the needs of the District, the Council in 1942 was able to arrange 
with the Malvern Urban District Council for a supply from the Bromsberrow pumping station of that Authority. This supply is brought 
from Hollybush by a 3” main through the Parish of Eastnor to the high-pressure reservoir at Massington. The Bromsberrow supply is 
derived from boreholes in the New Red Sandstone.    
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Chlorination of the Council’s supplies has been continuous since 1942, and has resulted in the water being rendered sterile as shown on 
bacteriological examination. Samples are examined from time to time of the chlorinated water but owing to engineering circumstances it is not 
possible to sample water before chlorination except at the Massington Wells. However, previous to the installation of chlorination, tests 
showed that the untreated water did give a small bacterial count.  Chlorination has no harmful effect upon health and is a valuable protection 
against water borne disease    
 
In 1944, the Malvern main was extended to ‘Upperfields’ with the purpose of improving pressure in the higher portion of the town, and it con 
now be stated though the piped supply is adequate in quantity and quality in the higher parts of the area.  The total number of houses 
supplied from the Council’s mains is 680 but this includes 97 dwellings, which are supplied from 26 standpipes.  
 
The Council’s water had no appreciable action upon lead.  No samples were taken for chemical examination but three samples were sent 
for bacteriological examination. These samples failed to show any growth but were, as already stated, samples of the chlorinated water.  
 
[End] 
 


