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RossAWy e is a delightful maif ket town in the south o
Herefordshire and said to e the birthplace of tourflism
Britain. It stands in a pidturesque setting on the ([(banik
the River Wye.
In the story of philanthropy a public service in e na
Al derman Thomas Blake is ofte i ohn
Kyrl e Maimheof 6 ,Ro 816727 )s amongst
revered in the town. Less well I der
ma& nephew Henry Tho s RS
ter engineer who was
about his wuncle's vi:
supply for t he i nhab
Thomas Bl ake funded
ed his nephew to del
Henry devel oped and
based at Alton Court
with resounding succe
Generous and ti mel yEadsqeratsurodrhy pro
I n 20'12 the Museum Trustees were delig tue(?(dstto rfecrqb\]eoual
donation, from the grandsons of Henry gI;] a , | trePz
he had worked to turn taps and f|ttinq_wﬁr]afroyr § %QNaﬁ T el
Ross, and for the Ross Fire Brigadepe, r|ecfPOr hdes I od
The lathe came complete with tread]e am@®faat! graﬁgbleco‘:lhlae”}:
ancillary pieces. ggg%naa
T Furthermore, of i mmense hrrstorical i m-
portance, t he Museum @eaes bbf erneedmbtenres |& Vi
l oan of a display bdgar daskaewi ntgo s& 8 8 @ mdhfl e
the original taps, t ogeviiheirt ovi t Ce At Y& | fgitr e
extinguishers that \@/ ad made. The
significant promlemraelm%dzloe & f cgmrr&ekeanq introd
l athe made it ideal |to RbCh atrndd Chwk EmMsgdi nt
for a new display at theMal\(luyseglith]réq rHipgs we
1t oric Workshop.
Devel opment of ol d boill\éorv%_pta%eB_ay f
The donation of t12e' 1IH€QﬁES'C%EIn%i\rﬁe;§lpwe
- . Q t . isp
jwi t h an idea by Vjolunteer engi neer
IFred Snelgrove to |[EhadtGnapgarviyc ttoor itanu/r
Edwar di an owogkskeplfs followed by aftern
Where better to sit e— .;_.‘_Q;...'.\.p or— gi N3
pumping station wor K
space once occupied
Mboiler which powered
Fred has provided m
tools on display and al |
group of Volunteer H
ed this wonderful ne
The Trustees are gr a of
Herefordshire Museun
Mlmost generous grant
bl ed the workshop fl nd
the walls to be I|ine new
dhi storic exhibits.




Rosswater supplyHI st ory of water sup
Hi storic tlimeearng 2012 the Museum received a visit fr
Thomas Bl akoerWp é€. RGesf frey h-wdi foendaacbdamd o
of the water pumping station at AltonI|ICdhuwmpte
I have grasped the sense of this interesting
the original. I't indicates how my grandfathe
its water supply, backed by the wisdom and m
and how he improved and supervised it for ov
This significant transcript of the I1ife and work
great historical i mportance I't has hugely inforn
Ross and a copy of this document together with o
be available on the Museum website (www. waterwork
Museum col | ejcti qgn
With the exception of the Hgreford collecti
the WaterworKks Museum [ has more engines,
pumps and otdaleat emata@&nrt|ief acts|f from
RossAWye than from any |other |[[town or | o-
197¢®Rr Cymru We| €ha Wwdt@m . The Alton Cour|t Wat grwor ks supplied
1932Al len diesel| Wt &r to the inhabitanits of ||[Ross from the |
1o14National 1n8|8nOs unt il the 1970s. For tlfhis reason the N
e al 948 8" " has chosen the water sulpply for Ros$ as
191Qwind turbinel t he first in a new serjfies off events focufssin
1893Crossley gas| &nlyenemar ket towns in Hegptefordghire.
1884First supply| Whenteeasfrtome City Council |of Hergford understolod i
Alton Court ffereRpoSnsi bilities to supplly whollesome water o i
188¢Bl akes instaf Cidbbe&panns (1850s) , the supply fqfr Ross dependled o
Evadpumps witlht hteearef f orts of | ocal phillLanthropists. |t was|l t he
cylinders at| &litgRhtCodn'd diligence of Thomprs B akgo Wind eip & PV o€
1704John &ysupplfythe first proper piped supp|¥fth d888the producer
whi ch powered the Natio
Al ton Court Update
Thomas Bl ake purchas®®rNt He¢ maAut oMelsdurWater stopped
Estate of 175 acresUus(i7ng hAdcttoar eggurftpras a source of
A11,000, Blake ownedWwa&t@sr dwartehes hlo99 Oisn due to high Ilev-
the lower part of Roeslss odfdniaretesrenatehe raw water. Work
an iron foundry. (Théashobpeens wndentaklemein collabora-
At Alton Court he i%sg'&l‘f‘”etdhttm}b FiMdd onment Agency to
made by Joseph EvansY'® dSt@fndWOI\Peer cptchment better. It
hampton, driven by st &8 B% aHeé’O Bpyfally wuseful re-
took over responc“sihrviaﬁPP{I_Cf'30|g hd hohdlcences have been
ter supply from the TtSlwh .ndeodmmtl%sfetﬁegrr art of long
The agreement was théte,SIilhepilen,pltmes olf.e technology is
mi ssioners would colprgt‘f"taWQ{ pAbteat g EFopve nitrates so
the people of the tokwfe source is potentlally_ V|_able for
The water was derlve%S? o é)gge(brg&gr-el Th_p hulldlng-q ate—
the old red sandston?ﬁtgf{'h[{nﬁg Bh?athgrc')t t|h(_ﬁnar|eSgee|1I’sV0elnl’g|Q1I’e inst
ter treatment system s var Qub St he " splieacies to Isareten cysdahde
8% Sqoe}age- Joseph gfwrams t hrough a g
Al'l en diesel engine (19:
the centrifugal submers
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