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WaterWords 
News from the Waterworks Museum - Hereford Spring 2016 

Opening of Stirling Engine 
Bicentenary Displays 

50th Edition 

Andrew Hall, Treasurer of the Stirling Engine Society, and Noel Meeke, Trustee of  
the Waterworks Museum, in front of the newly-opened displays celebrating the  

200th Anniversary of the first Stirling Engine Patent in 1816. 

The Museum, in total collaboration 
with the Stirling Engine Society, is 
celebrating this year the bicentenary 
of the first patent awarded to the 
Rev Robert Stirling. Whilst his pa-
tent application was for a specific 
component, it included the first 
working drawings of a complete hot-
air engine. The historic story is 
shown in two splendid descriptive 
full-colour display panels, a number 
of working interactive models pro-
duced by the Society and a newly 
produced short digital film which can 
be viewed on demand by visitors. 

The new display was officially opened 
by Andrew Hall, Treasurer of the Stirling 
Engine Society on Sunday 24th April 
before an appreciative audience. The 
full story of how the idea for the displays 
came about and the excellent ongoing 
cooperation ‘twixt the Museum and the 
Society is explained in the story on p4. 

Good start to the 
2016 season 

Easter was early this year, at the 
end of March, but this did not deter 
visitors from giving the Museum 
season a good send off. The Water 
Park has maintained its popularity. 

Visitors in early April enjoying the  
pleasures of the Heritage Water Park 

Disabled Access Day 

The Museum  is accessible to wheelchair 
users with the exception of the well area 

which can be viewed by CCTV 

On 12 March the Museum was de-
lighted to provide free access to 
nearly 40 disabled visitors and their 
carers as part of the national Disa-
bled Access Day, when disabled 
people are encouraged to get out 
and about, visit a venue that had 
not been visited before or try some-
thing new.   

We were one of 270 independent ven-
ues across the UK (visitor attractions, 
museums, galleries and stage and 
screen sites) to support this important 
scheme and one of only a handful of 
venues in Herefordshire. 

This event, which was most generously 
sponsored by Dŵr Cymru Welsh Water, 
was a late addition to the programme, 
and one of those rare occasions when 
the Museum has opened to the public in 
steam before Easter, and on a Satur-
day.  It is planned to repeat this event in 
2017 (subject to securing sponsorship).  
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maintained, the old National Gas engine 
was brought back into operation. It last 
saw service in the 1970s. Transferred to 
the Museum the gas engine has been 
restored to operate on natural gas and 
can be seen working on in-steam days in 
Bay 1. Its centenary was celebrated in 
2012 by the Mayor of Ross-on-Wye. 

Similarly the Allen two-cylinder diesel 
engine was moved to the Museum and 
stands in Bay 2. Whilst the engine is 
beyond renovation to working order it is 
now turned by a powerful electric motor 

which demonstrates how the whole water 
pumping system worked.  

Bringing the story up-to-date, Dŵr Cymru 
Welsh Water stopped using Alton Court 
as a source of water in the 1990s due to 
high levels of nitrates in the raw water 
source which were above the prescribed 
acceptable limits of today’s water quality 
standards. Considerable work has been 
undertaken in collaboration with the 
Environment Agency to understand  the 
catchment better. It remains a potentially 
useful resource and the licences have 
been retained to form part of long-term 
resilience plans. The technology is now 
available to remove nitrates so the source 
is potentially viable for use in the future. 
The buildings are retained along with the 
reservoir on the hill but the site is no 
longer used for storage.  

We are indebted to Clive Lafford for his 
first-hand reminiscences of life and work 
at Alton Court Waterworks and his 
detailed knowledge of the disposition of 
the various buildings, engines and pumps. 
Equally we thank Dŵr Cymru Welsh 
Water for bringing the story of the 
waterworks site up-to-date. 

Focus on … Alton Court pumping station 
Article compiled by Noel Meeke with the assistance of Clive Lafford, Volunteer Engineer 

Further to his descriptions of various 
small historic pumping stations in 
south Herefordshire (WaterWords 48, 
Autumn 2015) Clive Lafford has come 
forward, as promised, with further 
information on Alton Court in Ross. 
He worked on the engines there in the 
1980s following his father Jim Lafford. 
Jim had been a water engineer in 
south Herefordshire under the old 
Herefordshire Water Board, chaired 
by Stephen Southall, founder of the 
Museum. 

The Ross Waterworks 
was set up by Alderman 
Thomas Blake in 1887 
at Alton Court. He was a 
benefactor of the town 
and purchased the Alton 
Court Estate of 175 
acres (71 hectares) for 
£11,000, Blake owned a 
hardware shop in the 
lower part of Ross and 
later created an iron 
foundry.  

At Alton Court he 
installed two pumps 
made by Joseph Evans 
& Co of Wolverhampton, 
driven by steam 
engines. Blake took over 
responsibility for the 
town’s water supply 
from the commissioners. 
The agreement was 
that, in turn, the 
commissioners would 
collect water rates from the people of the 
town. The supply also extended to areas 
such as the village of Brampton Abbotts. 

The water was derived from boreholes in 
the old red sandstone of the area and 
when analysed was said to be ‘hard water 
of good quality’. No water filtration or 
treatment was ever installed at Alton 
Court. 

From the early days the steam engines 
were supplemented by a very large wind 
turbine which required a great deal of 
maintenance. It was ultimately destroyed 
by very strong winds and dismantled. 

In 1912 the steam engines were 
replaced by a National Gas engine. 
This was coupled to the original 
reciprocating pumps via a hand-
operated clutch and double-helical 
gearing. The whole system was 
transferred to the Museum and the 
engine brought back to working order. 
Its original fuel was producer gas 
made on site at Alton Court in a retort 
and gas scrubber. These are on 
display at outside Bay 1. Both were 
beyond renovation and, in any case, 

producer gas is too dangerous to 
make in this day and age. It is derived 
from burning anthracite in the 
presence of water vapour and drawing 
air, ie oxygen, through the retort. The 
content of the gas includes a large 
amount of deadly carbon monoxide. 
Jim Lafford recalled doing 
maintenance on the system ’in the old 
days’ and being quite ill  afterwards. 

In 1932 an Allen two-cylinder diesel 
engine was introduced, driving a 
centrifugal pump. Such pumps were 
an innovation at the time, being 

submersible and much 
more efficient than 
reciprocating pumps. 
Centrifugal pumps 
require being driven at 
high speed and 
therefore a speed-
increasing gear box 
was combined with a 
right-angle drive to 
carry the power of the 
engine down the 
borehole by shafting. 
On occasion, when the 
Allen engine was being 

Alton Court Pumping Station c. 2000 

A large windpump was 
installed as part of the 
water supply system. 
With a diameter of 35 
feet (10.7m) the sheer 

size of the structure can 
be seen by the two men 
standing on the platform. 
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Volunteer viewpoint 
Noel Meeke, Chairman emeritus 

Born near Walsall, I spent my teenage 
years in Devon attending Colyton 
Grammar School. From there to the 
University of Wales, Bangor, where I took 
first degrees in electronic engineering and 
physics, and then researched for a PhD 
which encompassed both. 

Taking a post first as physicist in a large 
radiotherapy centre on the Wirral, I then 
set up a company in Anglesey to design 
and produce medical electronic diagnostic 
equipment. Three years later my business 
was bought out by the George Kent 
Group at the time they had taken over 
Cambridge Medical Ltd and I became 
heavily involved in haemodialysis 
equipment (artificial kidneys) and a 
director with responsibility for medical 
electronic R & D. The George Kent Group 
was taken over by the Brown Boveri 
Group, trading subsequently as BBK. 
They had no interest in medical 
electronics and closed all the facilities. 

In 1963 Angela and I married having 
bought a derelict Welsh cottage which we 
renovated to the satisfaction of the local 
council. This was the start of our cottage 
renovation exploits which have continued 
more or less ever since. 

We moved south to Gloucestershire in 
1977 and I became a lecturer with 
GlosCAT leading to my heading up a 
profitable organisation within the college, 
called the Cheltenham Microsystems 
Centre. This thrived on PC courses for  
large local firms moving from centralised 
mainframe computers to a personal 
computer on each desk. A college merger 
begat the University of Gloucestershire, 
and this was a propitious moment to leave 
and maximise my pension! 

This was 1990 and, having moved to 
Herefordshire, I was beginning to take an 
interest in the Waterworks Museum. I was 
working as an education consultant but 
spent more and more of my time liaising 
with the founder of the Museum, Stephen 
Southall, and was invited to become a 
Trustee which led to my chairmanship. 

Major physical changes have taken place 
at the Museum but the most satisfying 
aspect was the increase in volunteers. I 
have never been involved with as fine a 
team of people as the Museum volunteers 
and I leave them in safe hands. 

Volunteer viewpoint 
Richard Curtis, Chairman & Co. Sec. 

A country boy at heart, I was born and 
brought up in rural Somerset in the village 
of Long Sutton but I have lived in or 
around Brecon for the past 26 years. In 
between, I studied for a degree in law at 
UWIST in Cardiff, graduating in 1983, 
following which I worked in London for 
nearly eight years building the foundation 
for my career as a Company Secretary. In 
this time I worked in the NHS at 
Bloomsbury Hospital, for a small firm of 
accountants and then for the companies 
Trusthouse Forte (hotels & catering) and 
Guinness (brewing & distilling).  

In October 1990, I returned to Wales to 
join the newly privatised Welsh Water plc 
as Assistant Secretary, leading to my 
becoming Company Secretary of Dŵr 
Cymru Welsh Water - a role held for 18-
years until early retirement in 2012. As 
well as the water business, in my early 
years I was concerned with hotels and 
leisure, waste management, engineering 
and environmental consultancy.  

I am also very pleased to have been 
closely involved in setting up Glas Cymru, 
the not-for-profit company that has owned 
Dŵr Cymru since 2001, which for the first 
time allowed business decisions to be 
taken in the best interests of customers 
(not shareholders). The great pity is that 
most of Dŵr Cymru’s customers still do 
not know that Glas Cymru exists or the 
benefits they receive that are not available 
to water customers in the rest of the UK.  

I have a great personal sense of family 
(I’ve had to – I grew up in a house of five 
children and I have four children of my 
own, plus four step children) and of 
community, which is why I’m especially 
pleased to be working with the 
Waterworks Museum and its community 
of volunteers.  I was both surprised and 
very pleased to be asked to become a 
Director and Vice-Chairman in 2012. 

Stepping up to  Chairmanship has been a 
daunting challenge but one I have gladly 
taken on. I am, however, very grateful that 
Noel has remained a Director as I have so 
much to learn about the Museum and the 
heritage sector. Some things, inevitably, 
will be done differently – but nothing will 
change and I am determined that the 
handover from Noel will be invisible to 
visitor and volunteer alike.  

A smooth transition 
The AGM (and the Winter Social 
Evening) were extremely well attend-
ed this year as Members wished to 
mark the occasion of Noel Meeke 
standing down as Chairman of the 
Museum after 20 years.  I am very 
pleased to report that Members  were 
unanimous in their agreement that a 
renaming of 'The Noel Meeke Herit-
age Water Park’ was a fitting and 
lasting recognition for the enormous 
and undefinable contribution that Noel 
has made to the Museum over so 
many years. Members also agreed to 
create a unique office for Noel -
Honorary Companion of the Water-
works Museum.   

The main reason why the transition 
following Noel's standing down as 
Chairman has been so smooth is be-
cause he agreed, thank goodness, to 
continue to support the Museum as a 
Trustee and Director, but taking more 
of a back seat role. I, and we, are very 
fortunate to have his continuing sup-
port, advice and guidance. 

Richard Curtis 

Playing a role in the wider 
community  

The Waterworks Museum has long 
played a role in supporting heritage 
and culture in Herefordshire and this 
continues to this day. In the last 
month, the Museum has hosted meet-
ings of the Hereford Tourism Group, 
which aims to integrate and promote 
awareness of the City’s tourist offer-
ing, and the Steering group for 
'Hereford in Bloom 2016’, in advance 
of the Judges’ Tour visiting the Muse-
um in July.  

The Museum has also demonstrated 
its support for the work of Hereford’s 
City of Culture Heritage Working 
Group and the Chairman cooperated 
in producing Herefordshire Friends of 
Museums and Arts submission to 
the government’s Culture Media and 
Sport Committee’s ‘Countries of Cul-
ture Inquiry’, which was endorsed by a 
number of heritage organisations in-
cluding this Museum. Richard Curtis 
has also taken on the mantle of co-
ordinator for the Herefordshire Muse-
ums Forum, a group Noel Meeke was 
instrumental in setting up over 15 
years ago, which continues to meet 
three times a year as a self-help group 
for independent museums and oth-
er heritage focused bodies.  
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Stirling Engine Bicentenary Displays 

Stirling Bicentenary steering committee. 
SES members (seated l-r) Julian Wood,  
Secretary, Graham Sheard, Bob Cannon  
and Norris Bomford. Noel Meeke, Water-

works Museum (standing) 

To commemorate the important bicentenary of the first hot-air engine patent in 
1816 the theme was chosen of ‘then and now’. The Rev Robert Stirling had spe-
cific reasons for developing a new type of engine which he did with no specialist 
knowledge. Astonishingly, the concept of the hot-air engine has many modern 
guises and finds applications from submarine propulsion to medical equipment. 

The cooperative story 
During the Hot-air Engine Rally in October 2015 members 
of the Stirling Engine Society and Trustees of the Museum 
held a meeting to discuss the idea of commemorating the 
bicentenary of Stirling’s first patent. 

It was agreed that we should equally emphasise the origins of the 
hot-air engine and its modern applications. It is true to say that 
even visitors to an industrial heritage centre like the Waterworks 
Museum have little idea how a hot-air engine works and fewer 
still are aware that the principles are in use today. 

In February 2016 a steering group formed from both organisa-
tions and planned the displays. There would be two colourful dis-
play panels depicting the origins and the modern applications, 

together with a specially produced short digital  film covering 
the Rev Robert Stirling and his ground-breaking patent. The 
Stirling Engine Society members would produce working 
models of hot-air engines, together with a fully interactive 
quiz panel intended to be both fun and educational. 

Official Opening 
On Sunday, 24th April, the new displays were unveiled by 
Andrew Hall, Treasurer of the Society (photo front page). In 
his excellent address Andrew drew especial attention to the 
modern applications of the principles of hot-air engines citing 
the fact that they can be used in reverse. In other words 
when rotated mechanically the devices will produce intense 
cold, which is used today for cryogenically cooling magnets 
in medical MRI scanners. 

Thanks and acknowledgements 

The Stirling Engine Society and Waterworks Museum wish to thank all the 
organisations and individuals who contributed to the success of the project. 

Grant: Special thanks to the West Midlands Museum Development Group 

Display panels: Design - Stuart Heveron, volunteer member of the Museum 

      Creation - Penknife Ltd of Cardiff 

Digital film: Producer - Rick Goldsmith of Catcher Media, Hereford 

Media technology: Owen Meredith of DOM Computer Services, Herefordshire 

Image loop: Gerd Maier of Biberach an der Riss in southern Germany 

Philips hot-air engine generator set loaned by Cyril Dennis, Stirling Engine Society > 

Hereford & District Preservation Society on site 

It is always a pleasure to welcome the Hereford & 
District Preservation Society on the last Sunday in 
April. The members bring with them the very best in 
the preservation field: a courtyard full of working 
stationary engines, pumps and agricultural equip-
ment, and a superb range of beautifully preserved 
vehicles. Museum visitors enjoy the additional dis-
play and we are promised another visit on the same 
day in 2017. Mark your diary now; not to be missed! 



Page 5 

Engineering projects and maintenance 
Wilson oil engine (1920s) 

< Donated by the Grampian Transport Museum near 
Aberdeen, this rare engine is being renovated to provide 
the motive power for the Massington lineshaft project. 

Specification: large horizontal single-cylinder oil engine 

Stroke: 17 inches     Bore: 9 inches     Flywheel ø: 74¾ inches 

Capacity: 4324 cubic inches (71 litres)     Axle ø: 5½ inches 

The original diesel injector was damaged and a modified injec-
tor from a diesel Land Rover is being fitted. The engine stood 
abandoned, in the open, on Dyce Airport for many years. 

Cutaway Lister D engine  > 
To create an eye-catching exhibit in the Visitor Centre, 
Alan Marshall (far right) and Clive Lafford, have created 
a cutaway Lister D petrol engine driven by an electric 
motor which visitors can operate on demand. Inner 
workings are on show and a bulb indicates ‘ignition’. 

Pearn pumps 
< Triple pumps from the 
Brockhampton Estate in 
Herefordshire have 
been donated to the 
Museum and are under-
going restoration. The 
middle piston is cracked 
(see inset) and will re-
quire some TLC. 

Made by Frank Pearn & 
Co of Manchester the 
unit is worthy of exten-
sive renovation to work-
ing order to provide a 
working display in the 
Museum. 

Lister engine 
and H2 pump 

This traditional > 
pair of a Lister D 
petrol engine 
and Lister H2 
water pump has 
been excellently 
restored by Piet 
Hollenberg, vol-
unteer engineer, 
to full working 
order and is now 
on display. 

Maintenance of the fabric of the Museum 
is just as important as restoring engines. 

This versatile pair (Michael Lewis and 
Tony Hodson) produced the display in-
frastructure for the Stirling Bicentenary 

(p1) and have now turned their attention 
to painting the Tangye House doors. 

For our visitors there is 
never a second chance 
to make a first impres-

sion. Maintenance of the 
grounds is important and 
Shane Meredith takes a 

pride in his work. 

< The Easton, Anderson & 

Goolden turbine pumping 
set is based on an historic 
Fourneyron-type  turbine. 
Maintenance work is being 
undertaken by volunteer 
engineers including Shane 
Ball (left) who doesn’t mind 
getting his feet wet! 

The clockwork mecha-
nism of  the water > 
chart recorder in the 

Visitor Centre requires 
weekly winding,  

undertaken here by  
engineer Clive Lafford 
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Grant-aided projects and donations 

Hereford Sixth Form College 
A-level Travel and Tourism Course 

At the request of the course tutor, Ruth 
Figg (corner of the table in the image 
above) the Museum arranged a tour and 
seminar for the sixth-form course students 
in January.  

Two of the Museum tutors are shown 
above (with badges), Keith Munn and 
Derek Duffett. All the topics requested by 
Ruth were covered including how the Mu-
seum is governed and managed. 

Student feedback was encouraging 

Very educational and friendly; team were 
willing to answer all the questions we asked. 

Very welcoming, helpful and clear presenta-
tion of the information. 

Excellent; covered all the areas necessary 
for our coursework. 

Clear descriptive talks. Very good use of 
teaching aids. 

Tutor: Thank you for an excellent visit. 

Fun-drawing and 
junk-modelling day 

Hannah Mane, aged 7, of Belmont in 
Hereford, was one of many children 
who spent a fun day making models 
from donated boxes, tubes and card-

board at half-tem in February 

Visit by staff and board of the Heritage Lottery Fund 
The Trustees of the Museum were delighted to host a visit by board members 
and staff of the Heritage Lottery Fund, West Midlands.  They spent two hours 
on site seeing various projects which had been funded by the HLF since the 
year 2000. Dee Tranter, the office manager in Birmingham wrote afterwards: 

Thank you so much to you and your team for your hospitality and time in making our 
visit a great success.  The whole group enjoyed the visit and as always a delight to see 
the completed projects HLF have funded, with the Museum being a prime example of 
new and older projects.  

Staff and board members of the Heritage Lottery Fund, Birmingham, visiting in March to see the projects funded at the Museum 

Hereford City Council: support for the second 
phase of the Massington lineshaft project (see 
Wilson engine renovation on page 5.) 

Arts Council England via West Midlands Muse-
um Development Group: support for the Stirling 
Bicentenary Displays (see pp 1 and 4) 

Mrs Kate Renshall: donation which has been put 
towards the Stirling Bicentenary Displays 

AIM (Esmée Fairbairn Foundation): sustainabil-
ity grant to develop a new website to promote the 
Museum as a visitor attraction and to make more 
of the Museum’s collection available remotely  

< Friends of Herefordshire Museums & Arts: 
support for the refurbishment of the historic work-
shop and the display of a local lathe and tools 

Grants and donations received Science sleuth day 

William and Evelyn of Hereford having 
fun with water experiments on Science 

Day during the  Easter holidays 
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Education matters 

Orleton Church of England Primary School Ashfield Park Primary School, Ross-on-Wye 

Riverside Primary School, Hereford (Visit 1) Riverside Primary School, Hereford (Visit 2) 

Lord Scudamore Primary School, Hereford (Visit 1) Lord Scudamore Primary School, Hereford (Visit 2) 

Herefordshire Home Tutor Group 

Another school over page > 
What the teachers said 

Another great day. Thank you! 

Team activities were fantastic for promoting working together. 

Another great visit; we particularly enjoyed the new Water Park. 
Thank you; see you again next year! 

Lovely morning - very interactive and all pupils were engaged. 

Staff really knowledgeable and child friendly. Children really 
engaged and inspired. Pond-dipping a hit. Superb resources. 

In collaboration with Welsh Water all education visits to 
the Waterworks Museum are entirely free-of-charge. 

To arrange a school visit please contact Mary Watkins 

07824 464 667    mary.watkins@dwrcymru.com 
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To the Hon Treasurer, Derek Duffett, Albyn House, 14 Prince Edward Road, Hereford HR4 0LG 

I wish to become a member of the Waterworks Museum and agree to abide by its Constitution. 

I enclose my subscription for membership:          Parent’s signature 

Member £10.00  Signature__________________ Junior member £2.00  _______________ 

My name ___________________________________ Tel ______________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ Postcode ___________________ 

[NB If the company is wound up every member is liable to a maximum of £1 and junior members 50pence] 

Membership and volunteering 
It is the membership which gives the Waterworks Museum its solid base in 
the wider community.  For each member the subscription provides free 
access to the Museum on all public open days, mailed copies of the 
newsletter WaterWords, the opportunity to have a say in the running of the 
Museum at the AGM, a winter social event and a summer gala day. 
For the Museum the membership is its life-blood and we welcome all those who have 
an interest in the conservation of our unique industrial heritage for future generations. 
Join at the Museum, by post using the form below or (better) using a Museum Gift Aid 
certificate.   Gift aid means an extra 25p for every £ of your membership or donation. 

 
We need more volunteers because of our very success. 

The number of engines and the number of visitors are ever increasing. 

Skilled or just enthusiastic, please help us to keep the wheels turning! 

Reg Charity 515866  Reg Company 1820496  Accredited Museum 

HWMWW50  Printed by Hanley Court Design & Print 

From the Editor’s workbench … 
What's in a number? Achieving the 
50th edition of WaterWords at least 
provides the excuse for a little look 
back, a smidgen of reminiscence, 
maybe even an ounce of nostalgia. 

WaterWords first saw the light of day in the 
Autumn of 1997 as a single folded sheet. 
Our lead article was a report on winning an 
Access Award from Hereford City Council. 
Many of the recorded stories have 
resonances today and included grant aid, 
volunteering, health and safety, and 
conservation matters. Plus ça change! 

Since then WaterWords has been the news 
sheet which has recorded all the ups and 
downs of the unfolding story.  Dark days, 
such as the main building being placed on 
the Register of Buildings at Risk, followed 
by sunny outcomes when we could report 
the complete refurbishment of the building 
and the creation of the replacement Visitor 
Centre.  By and large the stories have been 
positive and have highlighted the panoply 
of the Museum’s many achievements. 

Annual General Meetings are often points 
of change and we record in this edition my 
stepping down from the Chairmanship of 
the Museum. For twenty years I have 
carried that ultimate responsibility and now 
is time to hand over to a new pair of hands. 
It is said: cometh the hour, cometh the 
man, and in Richard Curtis we have the 
man for the time. We are a mature and  
highly respected museum now, requiring re
-accreditation every few years. Richard has 
amply demonstrated that he can take these 
burgeoning aspects in his stride. 

My hope is that I can continue to be of 
practical service to the Museum and use 
can be made of my background experience 
in the heritage sector. If this is the 50th 
edition of WaterWords, who knows what 
happens next? Certainly it will be exciting! 

               … Noel Meeke 

The Waterworks Museum - Hereford 
Registered Charity, Accredited Museum, Registered Company 
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Another smooth transition 
We have also seen a smooth transition in the sup-
porting role of Museum Mentor as the Trustees re-
cently approved the appointment of Kate Andrew to 
succeed Ian Standing, who has stood down after 
supporting the Museum in this role for over 18 
years.  We will express our appreciation to Ian in 
person when he visits the Museum later this year.  

In Kate Andrew, who was Head of Service for Herefordshire Heritage Services for 
ten years until 2012, we have a very experienced, extremely well connected and 
worthy successor to Ian. Kate has already made a valuable contribution to the final 
version of the Museum’s Forward Plan 2016-2020, which was recently approved by 
the Trustees. Over a number of years she has been supportive of the Museum and 
made numerous contributions which have helped to underpin grant applications. 

New Director 
John Depledge has 
been appointed a 
Director of the Muse-
um. We are all aware 
of the contribution 
that John makes to 
the operation of the 
Museum week in-
week out and, as 
Deputy Chief Engi-
neer, he is already fulfilling many of the 
responsibilities normally reserved to a 
Director.  Under the Articles of Associa-
tion of the Museum Company, John’s 
initial appointment will be until the next 
AGM (i.e. in March 2017) at which point, 
like all Directors, he will be subject to 
annual re-appointment.  

Extra mural activities 
We have been active this year, as most years, providing talks to various organisa-
tions in the county and beyond. Noel Meeke has spoken to the U3A Geology Group 
in Hereford, Kington History Society and Leominster Civic Society. Still to come are 
talks to Clyro & Llowes Women’s Institute (Powys), Hereford Probus Club and Ross 
Ladies’ Probus Club. If you know an organisation which would like to hear about the 
history of drinking water then email: info@waterworksmuseum.org.uk. 

Mary Watkins, our peripatetic teacher, also visits schools in Wales and Hereford-
shire to talk about ecology and drinking water, and any school is invited to make 
contact with her by email: mary.watkins@dwrcymru.com or ‘phone 07824 464 667. 

Mordiford School Visit 

Pupils of Mordiford Primary School get-
ting to grips with submersible pumps 


