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Water comes to Hereford (1856) 
160th anniversary celebration 

Chris Jones became Chief 
Executive of Dŵr Cymru Welsh 
Water in September 2013, hav-
ing first been appointed a direc-
tor of the company in the mid 
1990’s and having served much 
of this time as Finance Director.  

In 2001, Chris co-launched Glas 
Cymru, the not for profit social 
enterprise company that, 
uniquely in the UK, owns Dŵr 
Cymru on behalf of its custom-
ers.  

Programme for the Day 

14.00 Guest arrival 

14.30 Welcome by Museum Chairman, Richard Curtis 

 Short address by Chris Jones 

 Move to Bay 4, Well area, for unveiling of plaque 

 Guests tour Museum with engines in steam 

 Afternoon tea for guests 

16.00 Museum closes 

May we ask members and visitors to assemble  
in the Visitor Centre before 14.30  
to receive the Museum’s guests 

Remember, all the volunteers on duty today are more than 
willing to answer visitors’ questions. They are equally happy 

just to stop, chat and reminisce. 

ENJOY YOUR VISIT AND BECOME A MEMBER 

Representing Hereford City today 

The Museum maintains excellent links with the City of 
Hereford to emphasise the historic importance of the 
provision of clean water.  

Today we are privileged to have present no fewer than 
three recent Mayors of Hereford together with the    cur-
rent Deputy Mayor to represent the city on this truly his-
toric occasion. 

Cllr Rachel Michael  Deputy Mayor 

Cllr Charles Nicholls  Mayor 2015-16 

Cllr Phil Edwards   Mayor 2013-14 

Cllr Marcelle Lloyd-Hayes  Mayor 2005-06 

 

The current Mayor, Councillor Jim Kenyon, will be our 
Guest of Honour on Gala Day on Sunday 31st July 

Open to all visitors 

The whole Museum is open 
and available to all our visi-
tors from 13.00 to 16.00.  

This includes the Heritage 
Water Park which has be-
come such an attraction for 
children and adults alike. 

Engines are in-steam and  work-
ing with no restrictions on (non-
commercial) photography. 

The Visitor Centre café is open 
to serve the best cuppa in     
Hereford! 

Guest of Honour Benefits of clean drinking water 
The provision of wholesome water to drink in mid-
Victorian times was literally the difference between 
life and death for many people. The connection be-
tween tainted water and epidemics of disease was 
only just being recognised. In Soho the removal of 
the handle of a street pump stopped an epidemic of 
cholera in its tracks. 

The story of clean drinking water in Hereford was less 
dramatic but nevertheless crucially important to the 
health of the citizens. Today is devoted to a celebration 
of the first piped water in the city in 1856.  

The foresight of Hereford’s City Councillors 160 years 
ago is reflected in a letter to the Hereford Times on 19 
November 1853 when fourteen of the City’s medical 
practitioners (including Dr Henry Graves Bull - see over 
page) wrote of their assurance: 

‘that when provided with efficient drains and        
sewerage and ample supply of water, the sanitary 
health of this City will not only be materially          

improved, but inferior to none in the kingdom.’ 

This ties in very neatly with the ambition of  Dŵr Cymru 
Welsh Water for the customers of today in Hereford, 160 
years later. The Waterworks Museum is also proud to 
host this unique occasion. 


