
 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the main water sources for Ledbury at the beginning of the 20
th

 century was at Massington 

Pumping Station, to the east of the town. In collecting historic detail for a Museum publication, a visit 

was made to the old pumping station, which is now a residence called Massington Lodge. This 

provided the opportunity to photograph the historic wells in the garden and in the grounds was lying a 

lineshaft, complete with pulleys and belt wheels.  

** By way of explanation, a lineshaft is what you see in documentaries about the cotton mills where 

the power from an engine is transmitted to all the spinning machines or looms via overhead shafting.  

At Massington a diesel engine was used to drive an overhead lineshaft, which in turn powered a set of 

triple pumps in a well to provide potable water for Ledbury. The owners donated the lineshaft to the 

Museum and it is now part of the Museum collection. It is believed to be the only item from the old 

pumping station remaining locally and is the only artefact at the Museum representing historic water 

supplies at Ledbury. 

The Waterworks Museum is above everything a working museum and it is our intention to display the 

lineshaft in a historically authentic manner being driven by a single cylinder diesel engine and driving 

triple water pumps, just as it was at Massington. Visitors will actually see water being pumped by the 

system.  

We believe that the new display will be of specific interest to visitors from Herefordshire and of 

general interest to other visitors, helping them to understand what was involved in the supply of 

drinking water. Pupils on school visits will also learn something extra about local water supplies.  

A great deal of Britain’s industrial heritage is being thrown away every day. Here is a situation where 

a key item directly involved in one of the early water supplies for Ledbury town has been rescued and 

preserved for posterity. Through the efforts of the Museum volunteer engineers, it will be possible to 

place the century-old lineshaft in context and to show it working as it would have been at Massington 

Pumping Station. This is the way that local history is brought to life. 
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